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WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the U.S. Department of Commerce has awarded a $100,000                Economic Development Administration grant to the Montachusett Regional                Planning Commission and the city of Fitchburg.              

Congressman Olver gave his full support to the Montachusett Regional                Planning Commission°s application for funding under the Title IX                Economic Adjustment Assistance Program.  MRPC, in partnership                with the city of Fitchburg, requested the $100,000 grant to sustain                their economic development planning initiative and provide technical                assistance to its 22 member communities. A portion of the funding                will be specifically allocated for an economic development strategic                plan for the city of Fitchburg.              

œThis funding will allow MRPC to continue to assist communities                who lack economic development and/or professional staff by helping                them to increase their local capacity, and by providing additional                resources and services,” Olver said. œThe funding is especially                critical to Fitchburg because it allows the city to develop a strategic                plan and address long-term economic concerns.”              

œI have been impressed by the efforts of the Commerce Department                and MRPC to work together to address key problems and to develop                goals that will lead to a healthy economic environment for north                central Massachusetts. MRPC, in particular, has worked hard to address                local concerns in such areas as workforce development, brownfields                reuse, and industrial development,” Olver remarked.              

The city of Fitchburg recently lost their major employer, General                Electric Company°s Steam Turbine Division, which is expected to                adversely impact the local economy. This grant will help the city                to develop long-term strategies to create a sustainable economy                that will position Fitchburg to compete in the global market.             
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